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It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it
was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the season of
Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had everything before us, we had nothing
before us, we were all going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct the other way—in short, the period was
so far like the present period, that some of its noisiest authorities insisted on its being received, for good or for
evil, in the superlative degree of comparison only.
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The official opening of Egypt’s Grand Egyptian Museum is expected to boost the country’s tourism
industry and inject fresh momentum into its economy, tourism experts said, as the long-awaited landmark adds
a new attraction to Egypt’s cultural landscape. Mohamed Othman, head of the Cultural Tourism Marketing
Committee in Upper Egypt, said the GEM’s debut was not only a cultural milestone but also a catalyst for
reviving cultural tourism, extending visitors’ stays, and helping Egypt move toward its goal of attracting 30
million tourists annually in the coming years.

Located on the Giza Plateau, just 2 kilometers from the Pyramids and the Sphinx, the GEM spans
approximately 500,000 square meters, establishing it as the world’s largest museum dedicated to a single
civilization. After two decades of construction, the billion-dollar complex opened officially on Saturday
evening in a ceremony attended by dozens of international delegations, including heads of state and
government. The museum houses more than 100,000 artifacts spanning thousands of years of Egyptian history,
including a 12-meter-tall, 3,200-year-old statue of King Ramses II. Overlooking the pyramids, its design
symbolically links the new landmark to the last surviving wonder of the ancient world.

Tourism is one of Egypt’s main sources of foreign currency, along with remittances, Suez Canal revenues,
and exports. The sector has continued to recover despite regional instability. Tourism revenues reached 15.3
billion US dollars in 2024, up 9 percent from a year earlier, with visitor arrivals rising 5 percent to 15.7 million,
according to official data. The government aims to attract around 18 million visitors in 2025.

Al-Assi said revenues from ticket sales, services, and cultural tourism will inject much-needed foreign
currency into Egypt’s economy, comparing the GEM’s economic role to that of the Suez Canal. “The GEM will
reshape Egypt’s tourism map, especially in Cairo,” al-Assi said. “Its impact on the country’s tourism industry
and economy will be profound.”
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